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AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC /y.  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  1971 


Health  Department, 
22  King  Square, 
BRIDGWATER, 

Tel;  Bridgivater  4147/8  August,  1972 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year  1971c  The  report  is  dravm  up  in  accordance  with 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  instructions  and  is  set 
out  in  the  manner  of  previous  reports,  so  that  comp  rison  .-'i-^'  t^'rmer 
years  can  easily  be  made. 

The  health  of  the  Rural  District  has  been  good  during  the  year^ 
Very  few  infectious  diseases  were  notified  and  the  vi'''al  statistics 
continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and  to  compare  favourably  with  those 
fpr  the  country  as  a whole.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
period  between  I96I  and  the  1971  censuses  the  population  of 

the  Distrif'l  showed  m increase  of  25^, 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  other  Chief  *!fficers,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  for  the  help  -uid  co-operation  which  I have  received 
during  the  years 


I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 
R„  H.  WATSON 


sumam  o?  st,atistics 


&]SNliRAL  STATISTICS 

rea  (acres)  85 ,000 
i'Opulation  (Census  1971)  27^^69 
i'opulation  (Registrar  General's  estimate  1971)  27^620 
No.  of  inliabited  houses  on  31st  December,  1971  9,^000 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1971  £7'-i-1  »068 
-urn  represented  by  Ip.  rate  on  31st  December,  1971  £7011.38 


Extracts  from  VIT.1L  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1971 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

200 

198 

393 

Illegitimate 

Ji- 

22 

207 

213 

420 

Ldve  Birth  Rate  per  1^000  population  13o21 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5c2k. 


otillbirths 


6 


stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  1'f,:,08 

-otal  live  and  still  births  426 

Inf  ail'.  I . .rj-'-y-r  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  8 

Infant  i./>,rtality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  19^05 

Neo^nntal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  14*29 

total  live  births) 

-ar-ly  Neo~no,tol  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  9. -52 

i -jrin-.tai  Morta.'Lity  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 v/eek  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  23*47 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  end  still  births  Nil 


-otu'l  numb  or  of  deaths  239 

v rate  per  1-000  population  9^38 


Births 


After  allowing  for  inv/ard  and  outward  transfers  the  Registrar* 
General ®s  figures  show  that  there  were  420  births  (20?  boys  and  213 
girls)  in  the  Rural  District  during  197'!  being  10  less  than  in  1970c 
Of  these  births  22  were  illegitiraatec  This  is  5«24/2  of  the  total 
live  birthSj  as  compared  with  6o51^  in  1970c 

The  birth  rate  of  any  area  is  dependent  upon  the  composition 
of  its  populationo  Obviously  a population  with  a high  proportion 
of  persons  of  child  bearing  age  will  have  more  births  per  1.000 
of  the  population  than  an  area  with  an  unduly  large  number  of 
people  in  the  older  age  groups o To  enable  the  birth  rates  of 
different  areas  to  be  compared,  the  Registrar  General  provides  a 
comparability  factor  for  each  Local  Authority  area,,  This  stand- 
ardises the  birth  rate  of  each  area  and  makes  compari  lido 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Rural  District  adjusted  in  onu...  . *aier  is 
increased  from  15.j21  to  15o97  per  1^.000  of  the  population.  The 
birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  l6o00c 

Birth  rates  for  the  Rural  District  and  for  England  and  V/ales 
foi*  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows;- 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1.  i 

1971 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

17c  06 

I806I 

16„73 

16.65 

15.-21 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17o10 

19o54 

17c  62 

17.48 

15.97 

England  and  Wales 

17.2 

I6c90 

I6o30 

I6c00 

16.00 

Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District  during  1971 
v/as  117o  Of  these  9 were  deaths  of  non-residents  and  were  transferred 
to  the  district  in  which  the  persons  ordinarily  resided.  There  were 
on  the  other  hand  I5I  deaths  of  Rural  District  residents  registered 
outside  the  District,  (102  at  Taunton  hospitals  and  49  elsewhere),. 

The  total  corrected  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  was  239 
(133  males  and  126  females).  This  was  8 less  t r a the  previous 
year  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  9=38  per  I.Ouj  of  the  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be  used  to  compare  the  mortality 
with  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of  all  areas  are  not 
similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex  distribution.  The 
Registrar  General  therefore  supplies  a comparability  factor  and  the 
crude  death  rate  miiltiplied  by  this  figure  can  then  be  compared  with 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole  or  for  any  other  local  area  similarly 
adjusted.  The  standardised  death  rate  so  obtained  was  9''>29  per  1.000 
of  the  population,  and  this  is  compared  with  11 »6  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Death  rates  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  v/ales  for  the 
past  five  years  were  as  follows!- 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Crude  Death  Rate 

9o36 

10c,  82 

ilo57 

10.-,  3/+ 

9.38 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

9oi7 

10e71 

11.34 

10.24 

9o29 

England  and  Wales 

11o2 

11e9 

11 .9 

11c  70 

11.6 

Of  259  deaths,  192  occurred  in  people  over  the  age  of  65  yearso 
56  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age  groups  15  to  6if  years- 
and  the  following  table  gives  the  details  of  deaths  in  this  age  group;~ 


15=24 

25=34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
stomach 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
intestine 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung,  bronchus 

2 

7 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
breast 

1 

« 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm- 
uterus 

1 

» 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
prostate 

1 

1 

Other  malignant 
neoplasms 

1 

2 

3 

Benign  and  unspecified 
neoplasms 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  rnellitus 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

= 

1 

= 

7 

8 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

= 

1 

5 

6 

Pneuraonia 

= 

= 

2 

2 

Broncl-dtis  and 
emphysema 

1 

1 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Intestinal  obstruction 
and  hernia 

1 

1 

Conge ni t al  anoma.]n  e s 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of 
nn-vous  system 

- 

1 

1 

Other  di-seases  of 
circulatory  system 

- 

- 

1 

t 

2 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

- 

- 

1 

1 

k - 


15-2Z). 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

Total 

Other  diseases  of 

digestive  system 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

genito-urinary  system 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted 

injuries 

- 

- 

T 

- 

3 

Totals 

- 

2 

5 

12 

37 

56 

Cancer  Mortality 

The  nxiraber  of  deaths  from  cajicer  was  52  (males  30  and  females  22). 
They  constitute  20o08^  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the 
52  cases:- 


Number  of 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1971 

1970 

Buccal  C€V-  ty  etCo^ 

I 

- 

1 

_ 

Oesophagu. 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Stomach 

1 

- 

1 

6 

Intestine 

4 

7 

11 

14 

Lung,  Bronchus 

15 

2 

17 

16 

Breast 

- 

5 

5 

4 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Prostate 

3 

3 

5 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

5 

5 

10 

9 

Total 

30 

22 

52 

60 

Cancer  of  the  Uterus 

In  previous  reports  ref erence  was  made  to  the  need  to  introduce 
a scheme  to  provide  for  the  exajiiinati on  of  route  tests  (cervical 
smears)  with  a view  to  preventing  cancer  of  the  womb,  Fa,cilities 
for  examination  of  the  smears  are  now  available  and  the  County  Council 
have  provided  a service  whereby  the  tests  are  taken  by  family  doctors 
and  are  examined  at  Mus grove  Park  Hospital. 
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Cancer  of  the  Lungs 


The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  in  the  last  five  years  combined 
is  detailed  in  the  following  table:- 


Year 

Under 

15 

15“24 

25-34 

35-4ff 

A-5-54 

55=-64 

Over 

65 

Total 

1967 

1 

3 

7 

11 

1968 

1 

3 

10 

14 

1969 

- 

1 

1 

4 

6 

1970 

- 

1 

4 

11 

16 

1971 

2 

7 

8 

17 

1 

5 

18 

40 

64 

InfcJitile  Mortality 

8 infants  under  one  year*  of  age  died  during  the  year.o  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  19oG5  per  1,000  of  all  live  births,  v/hile 
the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  l8cC, 


Deaths  from  Heart  Disease 


Of  the  259  deaths, 
(males  44,  females  39)* 
frcm  all  causes  and  was 
of  the  populatiop-c 


heart  disease  caused  rougly  1 
It  represented  32^03^  of  the 
equivalent  to  a death  rate  of 


in  every  3 
total  deaths 
3oC1  per  I5OOO 


Other  Deaths 

Road  accidents  accounted  for  2 deaths. 
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"Cause  of  Death  (all  ages)" 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

All  Causes 

133 

126 

259 

Bacillary  dysentery,  amoebiasis 

- 

- 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc.. 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

k 

7 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

15 

2 

17 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

5 

5 

10 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

3 

- 

3 

Diabetes  mellitus 

2 

2 

4 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

7 

5 

12 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

27 

24 

51 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

9 

10 

19 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

8 

20 

28 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

Bjoumonia 

5 

6 

11. 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

11 

1 

12 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

3 

5 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc.. 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

2 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

2 

1 

3 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

4 

1 

5 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

15 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

3 

5 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

1 

2 
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"Cause  of  Death  (all  ages)" 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

All  Causes 

133 

126 

259 

Other  diseases,  genito=urlnary  system 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  musculO“> skeletal  system 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

/ill  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

3 

Po^.iulation 

The  1971  census  figures  for  the  population  of  the  Rural  District 
was  which  indicates  an  increase  of  1 ^649  on  the  estimated 

population  of  the  previous  year^  The  natural  increase  in  the 
population  that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  I6I0 


Year 

Fstimated 

Population 

Increase 

Natural 

Increase 

1961 

(Census) 

21*950 

lp450 

151 

1962 

22,500 

550 

158 

1963 

23*040 

540 

168 

1964 

23,770 

730 

199 

1965 

24*200 

430 

204 

1966 

24,590 

390 

209 

1967 

24>900 

310 

191 

1968 

25^410 

510 

198 

1969 

25*680 

270 

134 

1970 

25,;820 

140 

163 

1971 

(Census) 

27*469 

1*649 

161 

MD  CONTROL  Om  INFSCTIOUS 

MD  CONTAGIOUS  DISEA3ES 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notiiiable  infectious 
diseases  which  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District  during  197'lc  The 
table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary  amendments  to  the 
criginal  notifications  by  either  the  practitioners  or  the  Medical 
Officer  at  the  Isolation  HospitaJ.c 
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Disease 

Cases  notified 

1971 

1970 

A-Cute  Meningitis 

- 

2 

Searlet  Fever 

5 

- 

Vihooping  Cough 

31 

6 

Measles 

22 

198 

Rubella 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

12 

Malaria 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

Pai’atyphoid  Fever 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorumi 

1 

- 

Total 

64 

224 

Measles 


22  cases  were  notified  during  the  yearc.  Inaniinisation  against 
measles  is  novf  part  of  the  County  Council  immunisation  computer 
programme  and  it  is  hoped  that  a satisfactory  proportion  of  susceptible 
children  will  be  protected  and  that  the  epidemics  which  at  one  time 
occurred  regularly  every  other  year  will  be  a thing  of  the  paste 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis) 

No  ca.se s were  notified® 

Tuberculosis 


3 new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  dui'ing  the  year.> 

The  very  lovr  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  was 
maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment®  All  new 
cases  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  all  knov/n  close  contacts  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  investigatiouo 

BaCoGo  Vaccination 


In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  of  school  leavers  to  tuberculosis, 
vaccination  with  B<,C,Go  vaccine  was  offered  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  I4  years  attending  schools  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional 
Area.  673  received  the  preliminary  skin  or  Heaf  Test,  to  determine 
whether  they  had  in  fact  already  expei’ienced  some  infection  with 
tuberculosis.  Of  these  624  were  negative  and  were  vaccinated  with 
BoC.G,  vaccine® 
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Pol  sorting 


'I  case  of  Food  Poisoning  v/as  notified..  This  vvas  a girl  v;ho  ho.d 
recently  retui’ned  vdth  three  corapa.nions  from  a holiday  in  Ibiza, 
Investigation  showed  that  all  four  gp.rls  were  infected  but  routine 
preventive  measures  were  instituted  and  no  secondary  cases  occurredc 


Imraunisation  and  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  v/hooping  cough, 
tetanus,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  and  measles  are  nov/  entirely  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners  under  the  County  Council  scheme  utilising 
a computer  to  deal  witPi  the  administrative  aspectso  This  scheme  is 
v;oi*king  satisfactorily  and  it  will  cert.ain,ly  result  in  raising  still 
furth'.  r the  general  level  of  irmaunisation  of  the  community c 


This  disease  is  important  because  if  an  expectant  mother  is 
i,ri.fected  during  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy  the  baby  may  be 
affected  by  -severe  congenital  abnormal! tie Sc  During  the  year*  the 
County  Council  introduced  a scheme  offering  vaccination  agein'st 
.'lubella  to  girls  aged  11=13  inclusive.  This  scheme  is  included 
in  the  computer  progrejiune  but  the  response,  so  far,  seems  to  be 
di  ppointingi. 


Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at  Mus'prcve  Park 
fJo3;«ital,  which  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Results  of  investigations  are  available  vath  the  of  deley 

and  thei*e  is  good  litdson  between  the  laboratory  persormel  and  the 
fioj.il  workers  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 


-oxaminatiens  carried  out  during  the  year  included:” 


.'.ater  Samples 

51 

Other  foods 

23 

Drain  swabs 

81 

Sewer  swabs 

5 

Rectal  swabs 

24 

Uospito.ls  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  }',outh  destern  Regional 
■ Bo.<^rd  through  the  V/est  Roraerset  Hospital  Man.agoment  Committee, 

Tro  horrd'als  aro:= 

•Bridg-wator  Generali  Hospital  l.'j.  beds 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  21  beds 

Northgate  Hospital  60  beds 

. e.  of  infectious  diseases  needing  treatment,  or  isolation,  are 

■;'l  i.o  T.a -nton  Isolation  Ho.spital. 
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The  adaptation  of  Bridgwater  Hospital  to  cater  for  short  stay 
surgical  cases  was  completed  and  the  scheme  commenced  during  the  yeax~. 
Patients  requiring  relatively  minor  operative  procedures  are  treated 
and  then  discharged  to  the  care  of  their  family  doctors  and  practice 
nurses  after  48  hoiors.  This  scheme  has  functioned  remarkable  smoothly, 
and  has  significantly  reduced  the  waiting  list  in  the  Mid-Somerset 
Clinical  Area, 


The  proposed  District  General  Hospital  at  Lyngford  has  now  got  a 
definite  place  in  the  Hospital  Board's  building  programme  and  active 
planning  has  begun. 


The  Special  Clinic,  for  the  investigption  and  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  is  now  held  at  the  Bjldgwater  General  Hospital, 
Cases  attending  the  clinic  for  the  first  time  during  1971  v/ere  as 
follows 


Syphilis  . . . « 

Gonorrhoea  , , . , , , , , , c 

Other  conditions  requiring  treatment 
Other  conditions  not  requiring  treat 
ment 


1970 

1971 

3 

- 

22 

14 

30 

42 

14 

30 

Health  Centre 


Mth  the  transfer  of  the  Chest  and  Special  Clinics  from  the  Atount 
Street  Health  Centre  to  Bridgwater  General  Hospital  room  is  now  available 
at  the  Health  Centre  for  office  accommodation.  Plans  have  been  prepared 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Area  Health  Office  will  be  transferred 
from  King  Square  to  the  Health  Centre  during  the  present  financial  year. 


Ante-Hatal  Clinics 


No  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in  the  areay 
supervision  being  conducted  by  General  Prentiti oners  and  Alidwives, 


Infant  Welfare 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  for  which  the  County  Council  are  responsible, 
are  held  at  Cannington,  East  Hunt spill,  Edington,  Nether  Stowey,  North 
Petherton,  Pav/lett,  Puriton,  Spaxton,  West  Huntspill,  V/estonzoyland,  and 
Woolavington. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  - Section  47 

A number  of  cases  were  assisted  through  informal  action,  and  in  no 
case  was  it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  statutory  action  to 
secure  admission  of  an  old  person  to  suitable  acconmiodation. 


lYelfare  of  Old  People 

The  Rural  District  Council  assist  the  W,VoS,  in  providing  Meals 
on  Vdieels  for  old  people,  and  this  worthwhile  service  is  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  recipients.  An  average  of  95  meals  per  week  are 
distributed. 
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S^ITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


;?ev/eraf're  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  scheme  for  resevirering  i;he  villages  ox^  Nether  Stowey  and  Fiddington 
and  for  providing  satisfactory  sev/age  treatment  is  proceedings  Engineering 
problems,  connected  mainly  with  the  disposal  of  surface  water  in  Nether 
Utowey  have  delayed  the  completion  of  this  scheme. 

The  feasability  study  undertaken  by  the  Councils*  consulting 
engineers  has  shovm  that  there  viould  be  an  advantage  in  constructing 
two  trunk  sev^ers  to  serve  villages  situated  north  and  south  of  the 
Polden  Rills  and  to  take  sewage  to  the  river  Parrett,  where  again  there 
would  be  advantage  in  Joining  vdth  the  Borouglri  of  Bridgwater  and  the 
Urban  District  of  Burnhain^on^oea  in  order  that  two  large  sev/age  treatment 
works  could  deal  with  the  combined  areas * 

A trimk  sewera^ge  scheme  to  sev;er  the  villages  on  the  southern  side 
of  the  Polden  Hills  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £300,000  and  to  discharge 
to  Bridgwater  Borough  Council's  proposed  new  treatment  works  is  in 
course  of  preparation.  It  is  also  proposed  that  a simlar  trunk  sewer 
will  serve  the  villages  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Polden  Hills  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £245,000  and  will  discharge  to  a new  treatment  works 
situated  at  West  Huntspill.  The  new  treatment  works  vlll  also  serve 
the  Urban  District  of  Burn}iam“on”--Sea  and  villages  in  xDcbridge  Rural 
District. 


■Vater  Supplies 


Routine  sajispling  of  v/ater  supplies  in  distribution  was  continued 
and  results  generally  v/ere  highly  satisfactoryo 

Re  stilts  of  bacteriologica,!  tests  generally  can  be  summarised  as 
fellows 


Supply 

Nurcber  of 
Exaxrdnations 

Report 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satisfactory 

Ashford 

31 

31 

- 

IVilloughby 

3 

3 

- 

■fv-r  citowsy 

2 

2 

Ulatw'orthy 

4 

4 

- 

Fiddington 

3 

2 

1 

Chemical  analysis  of  Fiddington,  Over  Otowey,  axid  ^isliford  supplies 
o.:tntinued  as  a matter  of  routine o Reports  were  as  follows:-= 


k 
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Piddington  Water  Supply 

Parts 

per  million 

Physical  Characters 

Clear 

and  bright* 

Hazen  Units  less  than  5* 

Sediment 

Nil 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7o4 

Total  Solids 

85oO 

Total  Alkalinity  (asC.aC03) 

35oO 

Carbonate  Hardness  ” " 

- 

Nonr-carbonate  " " " 

- 

Total  Hardness  " " 

45.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

14.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

0o002 

Albuminoid  ” " 

0o008 

Nitrate  " " 

0,8 

Nitrite  " " 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
in  A hours  at  27°  C, 

O0I5 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2o0 

Iron 

Nil 

Copper,  Lead  and  ZinCo 

Nil 

This  is  a soft  water,  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity* 

Over  Stowey  Water  Supply 


Parts  per 


Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  bright. 

Hazen  Units  less  th^in  ! 

Sediment 

Nil 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7.6 

Total  Solids 

90c0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

35oO 

Carbonate  Hardness  ” *' 

- 

Non-carbonate  ” " ” 

- 

Total  Hardness 

45o0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

14o0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

O0OO2 

Albuminoid  ’*  ” 

O0OO8 

Nitrate  ” '* 

0c6 

Nitrite  " " 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

Nil 

in  4 hours  at  27  C, 

O0I5 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

2o0 

Iron,  Copper,  Lead 

Nil 

Zinc 

0o5 

This  is  a soi‘t  water  of  satisfe-ctory  chendcal  purity 
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Ashford  Vi'ater  Supply 

Pf/jrts  per  million 

Physicial  Characters 

Clear  and  bright 

Hasen  Hnits  less  than  5-. 

Sediment 

Nil 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

pH 

7c  65 

Total  Solids 

200.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

115<.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  " 

115.0 

Noii-carbona-te  *'  ’*  " 

40  oO 

Total  Hardness  " 

155o0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

1>.0 

AiruBoriiacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

On  002 

^IbiUidnoid  " 

O0O72 

Nitrate  " ” 

3o0 

Nitrite  " ** 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27  C. 

0.50 

Fi'es  Carbon  Dio>dde 

3o0 

Iron,  Copper,  Lead  and  Zinc. 

Nil 

This  is  a moderately  hard  water  of  good 

chendcal  purity 

The  nuraber  of  post<=>w?x  houses  built  in  the  fiiu*al  Ed  strict  up  to 
31st  December,  1971?  was  as  follows;- 


(a)  Erected  by  Local  Authority  1,361 

(b)  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  3j»102 

During  1971  the  Council  built  kQ  houses  and  170  v;ere  provided  by 
private  firms.  These  figures  compare  with  50  and  I69  respectively 
in  the  previous  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  546  applications 
for  Council  houses  as  compared  with  530  in  the  previous  yearc 

'//ardens  Schemes  for  old  people  are  now  operating  most  successfully 
in  the  following  villages;  West  HuntspiLl  I5  (units)  North  Pethertcn 
15,  V/O'Olavington  33?  Nether  Stowey  12,  Puriton  8,  Ascott  8,  and 
Cannington  2'/,  Old  Personas  dv/ellings  are  also  provided  in  the 
following  viRages;  East  Himtspill  6,  Over  Stowey  6,  Shapwick  4,  and 
pax  ton  4.. 


Cwners  of  many  properties  have  been  infornied  of  the  benefits  of 
these  grants  and  have  been  urged  to  bring  their  properties  up  to 
modern  standards. 

The  following  table  summaries  the  action  ttlcen;- 
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Discretionary  G-rants 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

70 

78 

70 

78 

Standard  G-rants 


Received 

Approved 

31 

31 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  recorc^s  given  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector* s 
Report  show  tho  nimber  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  witho 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  1971 


Mr  Chairman-  Ladies  and  Gentlemenp 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  51st  Decemberp 

1971  o 


STAFF 

The  staff  of  the  Department  remained  unchanged  and  consists  of 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector^  two  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
female  clerk-typist o 

COMPLAINTS  OF  NUISANCE 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  128c  All 
nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  serve  any  f02nnal  notices c 

As  in  1970  by  far  the  greater  number  of  complaints  arose  from 
intensive  methods  of  farming-  particularly  methods  of  manure  and  effluent 
disposal,  Site  operators  tend  to  employ  methods  which  involve  dispersing 
untreated  slurry  and  effluents  direct  to  the  land  causing  obnoxious  smellso 
There  are  now  available  various  forms  of  treatments  plants  for  sewage  and 
manures  and  eveiy  opportunity  is  taken  to  encourage  the  installation  of  these, 

8^  of  the  complaints  were  unjustified  and  no  further  action  was 
taken.,  Other  causes  of  complaints  were  dust  emissions  from  poultry  houseSf 
pollution  of  watercourses  by  septic  tank  effluents,  defective  drainage  systems, 
manure  heaps-  silage  pits  etco 

The  publicity  which  has  been  given  recently  to  pollution  of  all 
kinds  is  quite  remarkable o Nevertheless  because  it  indicates  an  awakening 
of  public  interest  in  the  problems  of  the  environment  it  is  to  be  welcomed 
and  one  would  hope  it  will  lead  to  increasing  pressure  for  effective  action 
and  legislationo  The  lesson  is  that  environmental  health  is  a vital  public 
service  and  that  pollution  control  to  be  effective  cannot  be  performed  in 
isolation  and  must  be  integrated  with  all  other  aspects  of  environmental 
health  and  control-  as  part  of  a co-ordinated  and  comprehensive  service. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

63  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  water  supplies  and  samples 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  submitted  regularly  from  each  of  the 
sources  of  supply  serving  the  District o 

Generally  results  were  satisfactory  but  some  difficulties  were 
experienced  on  10  separate  occasions  with  the  presence  of  a flocculent 
algae  type  growth  in  the  mains  serving  three  of  the  Polden  Villagesr  It 
was  found  to  be  non-pa tho genic  and  remedial  measures  included  the  insertion 
of  additional  '^wash-out®  valves  and  more  frequent  flushing  of  the  mainsc 
Complaints  are  also  received  regarding  rusty  discolouration  of  the  mains 
water  for  which  there  is  usually  a logical  explanation  such  as  a damaged 
or  fractured  maino  Every  assistance  is  still  offered  to  occupiers  of 
property  relying  on  other  than  mains  supplies  as  there  is  growing  concem 
of  possible  chemical  contamination  by  the  indiscriminate  use  of  agricultura 
chemicals  in  addition  to  bacteriological  pollutiono 
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HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  visits  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  755  s,  the 
number  of  separate  houses  inspected  being  551 o 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action  requiring  oiraiers 
to  carry  out  repairs  but  patient  persuasion  was  often  needed Owners  are 
generally  willing  to  spend  money  on  their  houses  but  can  only  do  so  within 
their  means ^ It  is  better  to  accept  repair  and  improvement  in  successive 
stages  by  voluntary  action  rather  than  burden  the  local  authority  with 
appeals  and  works  in  default,-.  Reasonable  cost  the  criteria  for  any 
maintainence  - or  improvement  - could  not  be  met  under  existing  rent  control 
but  the  recently  introduced  gair  Rents  Scheme  will  assist  in  some  degree 
to  overcome  any  reluctance  by  owners- 

10  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  hrunan  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  cost,  4 Demolition  Orders 
were  made  and  2 Closing  Orders  and  4 undertakings  to  carry  out  X'/orks  were 
accepted o 4 houses  were  reconditioned-  1 subject  to  an  undertaking  to 
make  fit-  1 subject  to  a Demolition  Order  and  2 subject  to  Closing  Orders- 
5 families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  and  1 family  was  rehoused  private ly- 

165  houses  were  repaired  and  improved ^ all  as  a result  of 
informal  action- 

The  trend  in  the  increase  of  application  for  grant  assistance 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  200  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in 
this  connection-  Discretionary  grants  for  owner  occupiers  formed  the 
majority  of  these  and  it  is  discouraging  that  landlords  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  available  grants  for  rented  property* 

It  is  to  the  existing  stock  of  houses  that  local  authorities 
must  turn  to  provide  living  accommodation  and  this  is  especially  true  in 
rural  areas  where  there  are  limitations  to  which  new  development  can 
expand  New  houses  often  means  destroying  the  character  of  a rural  area.- 

14  visits  were  made  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act 
and  in  8 cases  informal  action  was  necessary  to  require  certain  repairs- 


OVERCROWDING 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  recorded  during  the  year-  a quite 
remarkable  situtation  when  considering  the  apparent  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation-, 
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FACTORIES  ACTS 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken  under 
Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1961:- 


Number 

on 

Register 

Insps 

Ntimber  of 

wriitea 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Section 

1 ' 2 5 » 4 and  6 are  to  he 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

66 

63 

_ 

ether  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers  premises) o 

2 

4 

TOTAL 

68 

67 

- 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Pound 

Refe 

rred 

prosecutions 

Remedied 

to  H.Mo 
Insn 

W h Vm 

Insn 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding(S o2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(s.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S,4) 

Ineffective  drainage  to 
floor  (Sc6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b) Unsui table  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) ^ 

4 

! 

6 

TOTAL 

4 

6 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


306  visits  were  made  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  9 registrations  were  cancelled  and  4 new  premises  were  registered* 

The  number  of  persons  employed  was  381  comprising  218  males  and  163  females. 

There  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  the  working  conditions 
as  a result  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  However,  regular 
inspections  remained  essential  to  ensure  that  improvements  and  standards  are 
maintained,  or  more  ideally,  improved  further. 

It  is  necessaiy,  for  example  to  serve  informal  notices  to  ensure 
that  floors,  floor  coverings  and  decorations  are  maintained , The  contents 
of  the  first-aid  box  not  at  the  reqxiired  scale  is  a common  contravention* 
Obstructions  of  staircases  needs  careful  attention  but  lighting  standards 
are  improving  generally, 

BATCmnousES 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  7 bakehouses  in  the  District, 

Minor  infringements  were  noted  but  all  were  correct  after  informal  requests, 

FOOD  HYGIEHE 


Apart  from  Housing  Act  administration,  food  hygiene  in  shops,  food 
factories  etc  requires  more  time  and  attention  than  any  other  public  health 
matter o To  visit  the  317  premises  in  the  District  regularly  is  extremely 
time-consuming  and  labourious  and  improvements  are  only  achieved  by  firm 
persuasion  and  pressure. 

There  are  indications  that  the  general  public  is  becoming  more 
fastidious  over  what  is  expects  to  eat*  Complaints  about  cleanliness,  or 
food  sold  out  of  condition,  or  containing  foreign  bodies,  are  more  frequent. 
This  increase  in  awareness  amongst  the  public  of  the  necessity  for  raising 
our  standards  of  food  hygiene  is  to  be  welcomed^  Members  of  the  public  who 
complain  expect  the  matter  to  receive  serious  attention,  they  expect  a proper 
investigation  and  some  action  taken  and  they  expect  to  be  informed  later  of 
the  result  of  that  action® 

Informal  action  was  necessary  in  27  cases  where  contraventions  were 
found.  There  is  however,  still  a hard  core  of  traders  still  oblivious  of 
the  need  to  maintain  a good  standard  of  hygiene  and  this  will  only  be  overcome 
by  constant  education  and  regular  inspection* 

MOBILE  FOOD  SHOPS 


34  inspections  were  made  under  the  Pood  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966,-, 

There  is  an  ever  increasing  number  of  mobile  ’shops®  serving  rural 
areas  with  their  obvious  advantages  for  the  housewife  to  avoid  congested 
streets  in  town  carrying  heavy  shopping  bags®  Traders  selling  food  at  the 
door  are  a grave  hygiene  risk,  spot  checks  on  these  vehicles  often  reveal 
lack  of  hand  washing  facilities  or  misuse  of  those  provided,  open  food 
exposed  and  easy  access  for  dust  and  flies®  Compulsory  registration  of  all 
food  vehicles  would  help  this  situation,  a measure  advocated  for  years  by 
public  health  inspectors  but  without  progress, 

SCHOOLS  AHD  SCHOOL  KITCHENS 


35  inspections  were  made  of  school  and  school  kitchens  and  as  the 
direct  result  of  our  actions  repairs,  improvements  and  redecorations  were 
carried  out  in  8 schools. 
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LICENCED  PREMISES 

There  are  68  licenced  premises  in  the  District-;  21  were  found 
to  need  either  repair  or  improYement-  of  these  13  had  considerable 
improvement  works  carried  out  to  sanitary  accommodation.- 

Several  instances  of  smoking  by  food  handlers  were  observed 
during  the  year,  a practice  prevalent  in  licenced  premises*  Verbal 
warnings  on  the  spot  have  sxifficed  at  present.. 

The  increasing  practice  in  licenced  premises  of  selling  meat  pies, 
hamburgers  and  chicken  snacks  over  the  bar  counter  has  caused  concern  in  the 
department,  being  a * side-line*  to  the  main  business  hygiene  standards 
easily  get  neglected^ 


MEAT  AND  FOODS 

The  four  licenced  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  throughout 
the  year  but  there  was  a decrease  in  the  humber  of  animals  slaughtered, 
mainly  due  to  a reduction  in  throughput  at  the  Shapwick  slaughterhouse. 

552  visits  were  made  for  meat  inspection  the  average  kill  being  15  animals 
per  visit,; 

Some  5t  tons  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
but  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  again  no  bovine  tuberculosis  was  found. 

Constant  reminders  were  necessary  to  maintain  hygienic  standards^ 
and  one  wonders  how  low  standards  would  fall  were  it  not  for  the  dai^ly  visit 
by  the  public  health  inspector*  The  only  serious  problem  encountered  was 
regarding  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  when  we  suspected  that  an  amount 
was  being  diverted  unsterilised  to  a dog  boarding  and  breeding  establishment c 
¥e  gave  serious  consideration  to  resorting  to  staining  with  dye  and  this  was 
sufficient  for  the  owner  and  contractor  to  revise  their  practices. 

Animals  inspected  were  as  follows:- 


Condemned  Meat 

Beasts  1 »022 

Cowg  1 82 

Calves  2,460 

Sheep  3»449 

Pigs  1 f267 

Carcase  Meat  (lb) 

Offal  (lb) 

Beasts 

1,144 

1,831 

Cows 

2p985 

1c  309 

Calves 

1 .703 

106 

Sheep 

247 

288 

Pigs 

1.495 

682 

Other  Foods  Condemned 

7 Ibo  Canned  food 

7 Ibo  Rice 

140  Ibo  Flour 

8 lb.  Biscuits 

30  Ibo  Bacon 

45  Ibo  Ice  Cream 

Bvery  opportunity  is  taken  when  visiting  food  premises  to  check 
stocks  for  any  signs  of  loss  of  quality  in  tinned  and  packaged  foods  as  well 
as  fresh  and  open  foods. 

The  inconsistance  of  food  manufacturers  date  coding  methods  caused 
many  a headache  in  the  department,  but  generally  the  necessary  inf o^ti^ 
is  readily  forthcoming  from  the  manufacturers  but  it  is  disturbing  to 
that  even  the  shopkeeper  is  often  completelji  ignorant  of  the  code  and  ha 
rely  on  the  public  health  inspector  to  clarify  it. 

/One  point  we  noted  is 
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One  point  we  noted  is  the  confusion  over  a "refrigerator",  a 
"refrigerated  display  cabinet"  and  a "conservator"  one  being  regularly 
mistaken  for  the  other^.  Almost  without  exception  the  cold  display  units 
seen  in  food  shops  are  conservators  and  are  only  capable  of  and  intended 
to  maintain  properly  frozen  food  at  its  correct  temperature,^  Many 
shopkeepers  will  persist  in  placing  "fi*esh"  foods  in  these,  which  is  not 
frozen  beforehand  with  the  consequent  deterioration  in  quality  and  shelf 
life  r. 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part 
during  the  year;- 


i ■ 

Cattle 

exclo 

Cows 

Cows 

6alves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

, — _ — ^ ^ — 

Horses 

Ninnber  inspected 

. 

1,022 

182 

2,460 

3,449 

1 ,267 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cvsticercoas 

- 

3 

42 

4 

11 

- whole  carcases  comdemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
for  organ  was  condemned 

i 

152 

123 

45 

141 

188 

i fo  of  the  number  inspected 

1 affected  with  disease  other 

1 than  Tuberculosis  and 
[ Cysticerci 

( - . J 

14o87 

69  c 23 

3c13 

4.23 

15o31 

1 Tuberculosis  only  - 
I Whole  carcases  condemned 

■ 

, Carcases  of  which  some  part 
[Or  organ  was  comdemned 

5 

- 

of  the  number  inspected 

1 affected  with  tuberculosis 

Oo39 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

- 

_ 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Gondemned  meat  is  normally  disposed  of  to  manufacturers  of  animal 
feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers  where  it  is  processed  and  sterilised  by  steam 
under  pressure o 


KNACKERS  YARD 

The  one  premises  in  the  District  was  relicenced  but  was  only  used  on 
a very  limited  scale ^ 
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PRESERVED  FOODS 


There  are  13  premises  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955. 


The  premises  registered  under  this  heading  require  more  regular 
and  more  intensive  inspection  than  any  other  group..  The  nature  of  the  raw 
materials  and  the  consequent  amount  of  handling  during  preparation  and 
packing  make  it  more  pr^ne  to  contamination  than  any  others  Special 
attention  is  always  paid  to  cleanliness  in  these  premises  particularly  the 
operation  and  working  areas* 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


There  are  8 registered  retailers  of  milk  and  3 registered  cream 
makers  and  3 milk  products  manufacturers o The  factoiy  previously 
producing  canned  milk  puddings  and  rice  changed  production  to  baby  foods 
and  trifles  and  after  many  '"teething*'  troubles  has  settled  down  to  steady 
production^ 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 


The  poultry  packing  station  at  Nether  Stowey  continued  to  operate 
during  the  year,  over  2*500,00  birds  were  processed  with  a rejection  rate  of 
just  over  approzimately  35  tons  in  weight.  The  majority  of  birds 
processed  were  broilers  in  the  3‘Flb”4Tll3' • range,  some  capons  and  because  of 
movement  restrictions  occasioned  by  a fowl  pest  outbreak,  some  hens- 

The  pattern  of  poultry  diseases  has  changed  with  the  advent  of 
intensive  breeding..  Some  diseases  have  been  almost  eradicated  or  are  of 
small  significance  but  others  have  increased  in  incidence.  Avian 
tuberculosis  is  no  longer  prevalent  but  the  disease  of  most  modem 
significance  is  E,coli  or  septic  pericarditiSo  Incidence  of  chronic 
repiratory  disease,  Marek*s  disease  and  Encoli  were  the  major  causes  for 
condemnation  as  unfit  for  consumptiono 

An  interesting  exercise  was  occasioned  by  sudden  incidence  of 
1 in  3 broilers,  of  bright  green  gizzards o Our  investigations  eventually 
revealed  an  abnormally  high  concentration  of  copper,  introduced  through  the 
food  supply.,  After  protracted  discussion  with  the  manufacturers,  the 
copper  salt,  which  was  added  as  a growth  promoter,  was  omitted  and  no  further 
trouble  occurred.  At  the  height  of  the  incident  approximately  3 cwts., 
of  gizzards  were  condemned  dailyo 

Daring  the  coixrse  of  the  year,  with  the  complete  co-operation  of 
the  owners-  we  carried  out  a salmonella  control  programme  in  the  factory 
involving  drain  and  surface  swabbing,  chlorination  control  of  processing 
water-  food  supplies  and  rectal  swabs  from  live  birds c Results  were 
encouraging  and  the  programme  is  continuing. 

The  "spotter'  system  of  inspection  continued  with  regular 
"overlooking"  by  the  Departments  Until  such  time  as  it  is  expedient  to 
employ  a full  time  meat  inspector  spotters  provide  the  most  satisfactoiy 
method  of  control.. 

WASTg  FOODS  I 

Regular  inspections  of  the  6 waste  food  boiling  plants  were  made 
and  improvements  were  made  to  one  plant » 

Temperature  control  to  ensure  sterilization  proved  the  difficulty 
at  all  6 plants  and  checks  prove  that  although  the  temperature  at  the 
centre  of  the  boiler  is  usually  adequate  that  at  its  periphery  drops  of  up 
to  100°P  an  be  recorded The  department  impresses  on  operators  the  need 
to  ensure  that  a proper  temperature  is  reached  and  maintained  for  the 
required  period  and  not  to  rely  on  the  physical  signs  of  boiling,  steam 
rising  from  the  waste  is  not  a reliable  indicationo 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


119  visits  were  made  of  the  41  sites  which  comprises  201 

caravans o 


Some  years  ago  the  Town  planners  confidently  predicted  that  all 
residential  caravan  sites  within  a few  years  would  be  void,  hut  the 
reverse  is  true.  There  is  an  ever  increasing  demand  for  sites  mainly 
because  permanent  housing  is  still  in  short  supply  and  the  high  initial 
cost  of  building.  The  modem  mobile  home  often  has  a higher  amenity 
standard  than  rural  cottages  and  will  undoubtably  form  part  of  the 
housing  scene  for  many  decades. 

The  usual  number  of  complaints  were  received  about  gypsy  sites 
more  particularly  those  of  seasonal  workers  employed  in  local  agriculture. 

The  complaints  were  mainly  regarding  litter  left  by  the  gypsies  and  the 
alleged  fouling  of  hedgerows,  and  although  the  complaints  were  justifiable 
in  two  cases,  generally  there  were  no  real  problems. 

Certain  difficulties  were  encountered  at  the  Councils  ©rpsy 
site  due  solely  to  a group  of  travellers  attempting  to  overcrowd  the  site, 
the  matter  eventually  being  settled  fairly  amicably.  The  incident  however, 
only  underlines  the  obvious  need  for  more  permanent  sites,  but  the 
greatest  need,  in  my  opinion,  is  for  "transit”  sites.  It  must  be  accepted 
that  some  gypsies  will  want  to  keep  travelling,  but  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  fill  sites  to  the  exclusion  of  those  wishing  to  settle  permanently. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


7 premises  are  licenced  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishment 

Act, 

General  improvements  were  carried  out  to  all  the  establishments 
and  a good  standard  of  management  continued.  No  complaints  were 
received, 

PEST  CONTROL 


The  number  of  complaints  of  infestations  by  rats  and/or  mice 
increased  slightly  during  the  year  and  in  spite  of  our  continuous  efforts 
to  educate  property  occupiers  to  introduce  measures  to  discourage  these 
pests  we  do  not  appear  to  be  winning  the  conflict  but  only  keeping  the 
rodent  population  within  manageable  bounds. 

Agricultural  premises  cause  the  most  problems,  automatic  methods 
of  feeding  with  resultant  spillage  providing  a constant  food  supply, 
encouraging  heavy  rat  populations.  There  are  undeniable  signs, of  warfarin 
resistance  in  mice  and  we  have  resorted  almost  exclusively  to  the  use  of 
alphachloralose. 

A free  treatment  service  for  wasps,  ants  etc,  operated  by  the 
Council  encouraged  complaints  being  made  to  the  department  but  in  many 
cases  it  could  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  complainant  himself,  130 
visits  x^ere  made  for  treatment  and  control  of  pests  other  than  rats  or 
mice,  400  visits  for  rodent  control  and  2,500  properties  were  surveyed. 

There  was  one  very  serious  infestation  by  rats  at  an  intensive 
piggery  unit  and  an  estimated  2,000  rats  were  killed  by  the  use  of 
shoxin  norbormide,  a poison  specific  to  rate.  This  is  a comparatively  new 
poison  but  it  will  be  invaluable  for  infestation  where  warfarin  or 
traditional  treatment  cannot  be  used.  As  little  as  2 grammes  of  bait  are 
sufficient  to  kill  a rat. 
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NOISE 


12  complaints  of  noise  were  received  during  the  year,  all 
involving  light  industrial  machinery  operating  in  factories  sited  on  or 
near  residential  areas®  With  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  concerned 
the  faults  were  rectified  and  no  further  complaints  were  forthcoming, 

Noise  can  he  controlled  firstly  at  the  planning  stage  hy 
seeking  the  active  co-operation  of  architects  and  their  clients  to 
incorporate  in  their  design  and  installation  proper  and  effective  methods 
of  control  and  secondly  and  always  the  more  expensive  way,  alterations 
and  improvements  to  construction  after  the  nuisance  has  been  established. 

The  provisions  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960  are  lengthy 
and  unweildy  and  difficult  to  enforce  and  a more  effective  noise  control 
Act  is  essential  if  we  are  to  reverse  the  ever  increasj.ng  background 
noise  levels. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


Water  Supply  63 
Water  Samples  45 
Drainage  140 
New  Work  24 
Nuisances  306 
Refuse  Disposal  41 
Offices.  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  82 
Factories  65 
Schools  35 
Housing  (slum  Clearance)  95 
Housing  Repairs  427 
Improvement  Grants  1 96 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  14 
Qualification  Certificate  Inspections  12 
Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  68 
Moveable  Dwellings  119 
Infectious  Diseases  27 
Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  3 
Rodent  Infestation  33 
Other  Pest  Control  71 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection  621 
Food  Shops  1 53 
Mobile  Shops  34 
Bakehouses  31 
School  Kitchens  36 
Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  71 
Licenced  Premises  and  Clubs  140 
Dairies  7 
Ice  Cream  99 
Poultry  Sample  Visits  30 
Poultry  Packers  61 
Slaughterhouses  1 3 
Knacker  Yard  4 
Waste  Food  Plants  26 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  19 
Miscellaneous  Visits  92 
Hairdressers  1 1 
Public  Sanitary  Accommodation  80 
Fire  Precautions  7 
Pood  Poisoning  4 
Outworkers  1 6 
Noise  18 
Village  Halls  5 
Clean  Air  2 


3r.446 


I would  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation  to 
the  Members  of  the  Council  and  all  members  of  staff,-  particularly 
those  of  my  Department  for  their  support  and  co-operation  during 
the  year,, 

I am,  Mto  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 
Your  obedient  Servant. 

Do  E.  COLDHAM 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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